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MEMORANDUM FOR: THE CHIEF OF STAFF, Ue S. ARMY _ 


SUBJECT: Reported Chinese Commmist Plan for Invasion of Indochina 
28 Dec 51 


1. Reports of a Chinese Communist intention to invade Indochina 
on a large scale in the immediate future have recently been received 
including a reported plan for a Chinese Communist overt attack on 28 
December 1951. 


@e There are a number of factors which support the possibility 
of a Chinese Communist intervention: the declining combat capabili- 
ties of the Viet Minh; the growth of the Vietnam Army; the continually 
increasing strength of the French forces through MDAP; the improve- 
ment in lines of communication from South China into Tonkin; the 
apparent increase in CCF.troop strength in the border areas and the 
reported formation of a Chinese Commmnist "volunteer" army. Further- 
more Chinese Communist capabilities for large-scale, decisive inter- 
vention will increase greatly if the Chinese Communists are freed from 
current Korean operations. 


3. a. Ge2 does not believe, however, that the evidence regarding ye 


Chinese Communist troop and logistic buildup necessary for a. Chinese 
Communist invasion of Indochina in force is sufficiently conclusive to 
indicate imminent invasion, particularly on 28 December 1951. 


b. It is probable, however, that the Chinese Communists will 
Tend the Vieb Minh the necessary assistance to attempt to force the 
French from Tonkin as soon as a disengagement is assured in Korea. 


(See attached map for CCF and Viet Minh order of battle, major 
routes into Indochina, supply dumps in the border area, major routes 
in North Tonkin, the French defense perimeter in Tonkin, and principal 
towns. ) 
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TAB mah 
Field Comment.on Reported Chinese Communist 


Plan for Invading Indochina 28 December 1951 - 


1. CINCFE Comment: The oniaeus _Communi. sts_ hi heave been. ¢ considered 
capable of Jaunching au overt attack on Indochina for over a.vear. The 
recently reported purges of | Nationalist elements from Viet Minh ranks, in- 
creased logistical buildup of troops and supplies in the frontier provinces 
of South China, and the possibility of a Korean cease-fire with subse- 
quent freedom of CCF troops for action elsewhere, are considered highly 
significant and tend to. lend credence to the subject report, However, © 
indications are not yet sufficient to warrant. prediction.of an invasion.in 
force. (DA IN 9687) 











2. ARMLO, Hong Kong, Comment: "This office and local British sources 
have received reports from low-grade sources that the Chiness, ComuunLsts. 
intend to intervene in Indochina in late December. L, believe these are 
all. speculation o1 on n the par. ‘of these individual. sources who. are.anxious 
top pass information tothe. 2 nated States for,,.cheir..o1guds. I doubt 
that any sc Sources are available in Hong Kong who would be aware of such 
high-level Chinese Communist planning. However, in spite. of the fact that 1 
personally doubt the reliability. of the. squrce..of.bhe, subject,.neport,,the 
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fact remains that “he. “pay have. cuess sed correctly. I believe that a consider~ 
able buildup of Fourth Field Army units has taken place in Kwangsi during 
November and December, and that this trend continues. Indications of this 
buildup are: (a) Heavy rail movement from Hankow to Hengyang, apparently 
continued into Kwangsi; (b) completion of the Laipin-Cheanankuan railways 
(c} movement of units formerly stationed in Kwangtung into Kwangsi; and 

(d} a preat increase in radio signal traffic in the Nanning-Canton area in 
the past two weeks, Regular CCF troops in Kwangsi are more than sufficient 
for launching an overt eee on Indochina, while threatening. the borders 


ef of Thailand and Sur oipins,0 decidas Sas are ee 1% 
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3. US Minister, Acasa soaked: While i itd hh : Lipo s si, b1e,,..v0,,.confirm, 
the 28 December date for an overt COP * attack on 97. ED. Indochina, it: agrees with 
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intelligence re reports 3 "received. ved by. the Chinese Nationalist ._ overamenk..rom 


mainiand arents considered rel Lieble.s Other reports from similar sources + 


fix next Warch as the time of at ok. The Chinese For eign “Iiinister told the 
french Charge in my presence that indications of a CCF buildup directed at 
Indochina are now more serious than ever before. The Chinese Forel gn 
Minister remarked that this was the first occasion on which he had formally 
called the French Charge's attention to such reports, Indochina, Formosa, 
and Hong Kong are undoubtedly still included in the Chinese Comnmmist list 
for conquest by whatever means and at whatever times they may choose. 
Effective United States action in Korea presumably delayed the spread of 
the conflict to other areas, including Formosa and Indochina. No basis 
exists for assuming that the Communists have revised their plans except with 
regard to the timetable. Imposing and continuing buildup of Chinese Com- 
minist military forces, notably air, reinforces this opinion. (DA IN 10857) 











4, US Air Attache, Bangkok, Comment: Major General, Claire, Chennault 
told me, in answer to my question about bho. POSSLDL Win Otc BG OR. At beolen.OR 
Tadochina, 7 thet bit “would definitely take ae ae So RN al 
talks were successfully concluded, and _ “that the date was set. for .~8.Rag ame, 
Ber 1951. The original date had "been 1 15 “January “1952, but ‘top-level plan= 


ners had decided that that date gave insufficient time for accomplishment 
of the mission, since the rainy season in Indochina starts in May. 
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The Chinese Communists had also considered 15 December 1951, but had 
decided that the armistice negotiations in Korea could not be completed by 
then and that therefore an insufficient number of troops would be 
available to start the operation. Chennault stated that 200,000 so-called 
‘wolunteers" would move across ‘the border Wich. air “Suppor: from Vairtieids 
nearby in Soutn ith China,” the recently y colpleced railroad from Nanning 
would ba one of the major supply lines for this operation, Chennault 
stated that this information was a matter of common knowledge among top 
members of the Chinese Nationalist Government in Taipei, and that he had 
reported the 28 December date to the pope pes oes Air Attache at Taipei. 


(DA IN 10338) 








5. US Army Attache, Bangkok, Comment The Chinese Nationalist Mini s- 
ter in Bangkok stated that he knew of no immediate threat ‘Eo baa 


OS hing . 
Ma Yea rar A segeUnn gFRPAMNS BAZAR NAN TAVIS YRIDT BETTIS HH jaid i i aia Br HEURES AAP MEM 


The story about the So December CCP invasion of Indochina has “appeared, in, 


neediest eC WSS GUY CN ARIAS et PCAC ES ORAS! RR AAMT BABE ANC RRA 
a Bangkok Thai-language newspaper, crediting information from "joint US 
General Starter (DA IN Ts Bey ilone with the Air Avtache, Bangkok, and 
fhe United States Charge, he states that. there is no concrete information 
regarding a Chinese Communist threat to Indochina in the near future, or a 
threat to the Thailand border. However, the CCF does possess the capability 
of invading Indochina. No signs of alarm on the part of intel licence per- 
sonnel of the Thai Armed Forces rent. The present ability of the 
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Thai Armed Forces to stop aggregsion in foros are considered nil. (DA IN 9344) 









6. US Army Attache, Saigon, Comment: This office has repeatedly 
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Shennanicuan rad way to. a point about eight miles from the Tonkin border, 
and a on the entire border area road net. Another FARO staff study 


Gl 1i sts a number of supply points in the frontier area, and in the interior 


of Viet Minh territory, possibly destined for use in an invasion. These 
depots apparently contain POL, medical, @M and other stores. Prom what 
information is available on movement of supplies, only two complete Chinese 
Communist armies could be supported for an operation of only fifteen days 
without considering supply for the Viet Minh. Qn this basis, I concur 
With the PAEO G-2 that two to three months more will be segosser to 3s insure 
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No_ evidence appears of any COP lozistic buildup siong the Red 


River invasion routes qo consider such an operation essential for a diver 
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I believe that the CCF would not invade Indochina without providing 
a counter to the Vrehch AIF TOress "THe wONTe HECSST OEE MOTE PERE 
min of 200 combat aireratt to bases within 300 miles of the frontier. No 
information here gives any indication that such a move has started. Tf 
estimate that such displacement would require a minimum of one month for 


units now in the Shanghai area. 





Qver-all conclusion: ESBS ARABS SGN SE ORES Rak and die,.enomth 
of the Vietnam National “Army - are serving to increase, the... 
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Chinese Communist rverventLon. This intervention nis ST OeEELnLe ai ane. tits 
of Jemiary, and a Tacrosses to probable at. at the end of } Wey, (DA IN 10421) 
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